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“One eye sees, the other feels.”
- Paul Klee

Message from the Chairman of UOB Group Art Committee

As the leading patron of art in Asia, UOB sees the value of art in its power to unify and 
to heal. It connects us across space, time, language and culture, opening our minds to 
a world of possibilities, even in times of difficulty. 
  
This year, the pandemic has stood in the way of our communities being able to access 
and to appreciate art. UOB has not let that stop us from championing Southeast 
Asian art, just as we have for the past four decades. This year, we introduced the 
theme of Solidarity for our regional flagship art programme, the UOB Painting of the 
Year (POY) competition. Through the artists, we hoped to send a positive message 
in the global fight against the pandemic and to draw out the importance of staying 
united in trying times.

Across the region, we turned our physical programmes into digital ones. In May, we 
launched the UOB Art Explorer – a regional online programme with a full suite of art 
tutorials, art therapy sessions and virtual exhibitions. It brings the benefits of art to 
everyone in real time. We designed it to help promote mental well-being. 

During the year, we also held art exhibitions at the UOB Art Gallery in Singapore to 
profile the UOB POY artists and their works. In Indonesia, we collaborated with our 
alumni UOB POY artists to hold a virtual exhibition. Part of the sales proceeds went 
to local artists impacted by the pandemic.

Now in its 39th year, the UOB POY programme continues to uncover artistic talent 
from across Southeast Asia. We extended our reach through an online portal for 
participants to submit their entries easily. Participation was strong across the region 
with artists sharing their real life experiences of solidarity. 

We believe it is essential to encourage the talented to pursue their passion. The UOB 
POY will turn 40 next year. UOB will persevere in nurturing the next generation of 
great Southeast Asian artists.

Congratulations to all the winners and thank you to our esteemed judges and partners 
who have helped make our journey in art possible. Let’s stay united in our appreciation 
for art and in solidarity with the art community. 

Mr Wee Ee Cheong
Deputy Chairman and Chief Executive Officer, UOB
Chairman, UOB Group Art Committee
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I am glad that we continue to hold the UOB Painting of the Year competition amidst 
the COVID-19 pandemic. This year’s theme, Solidarity, resonates in these difficult 
times. Art has the power to uplift our spirits, strengthen our resilience, and bring 
people together. During this crisis, many artists and arts groups have also come 
together to support one another, collaborate on new initiatives, and give back to the 
community.

Corporates like UOB have continued their support so that Singapore’s arts scene 
can weather this storm and emerge stronger. I thank UOB for its strong support of 
this annual art competition. Over the last 39 years, the UOB Painting of the Year 
competition has supported many regional artists and has given our people the 
opportunity to appreciate exciting new works from the region. This year’s winning 
entries are artistic expressions of our shared experiences, encouraging and bringing 
people together in times of adversity.

Congratulations to the winners of the 2020 UOB Painting of the Year competition!  
I wish you every success in your artistic endeavours.

Mr Heng Swee Keat
Singapore Deputy Prime Minister,  
Coordinating Minister for Economic Policies and Minister for Finance

Message from Guest-of-Honour

3

Roll of Honour

UOB Art Gallery

Emerging Artist Category 
Thailand

Established Artist Category 
Thailand

Emerging Artist Category 
Malaysia

Established Artist Category 
Malaysia

Emerging Artist Category 
Indonesia

Established Artist Category 
Indonesia

Established Artist Category 
Singapore

Panel of Judges

Message from the Chairman
UOB Group Art Committee

Message from  
Guest-of-Honour

Emerging Artist Category 
Singapore

Message from  
Guest-of-Honour



2020 UOB Painting of the Year

S I N G A P O R E
Established Artist Category
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2020 UOB Painting of the Year

Artist: Zhang Chunlei
Title: Art Stages Pasar 2020  

Best of 2020 UOB Painting of the Year
S I N G A P O R E  |  Established Artist Category

Gold

Artist: Ivan David Ng 
Title:  Making Sense of Difference #2

Bronze

Artist: Ben Puah
Title: An Intimate Conversation

Silver

Artist: Esmond Loh
Title: The Last Hawker Stall

Highly Commended

Artist: He Shu
Title: United We Stand

Highly Commended

Artist: Wang Fei
Title: S. R. Nathan in 1974 Laju Ferry Hijacking Incident
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2020 UOB Painting of the Year
Established Artist Category
S I N G A P O R E

Artist: Zhang Chunlei
Title: Art Stages Pasar 2020  
Medium: Oil on canvas
Size (cm): 100 x 180

Gold
Established Artist Category
S I N G A P O R E

Artist: Ivan David Ng 
Title:  Making Sense of Difference #2
Medium: Mixed media on wood panel 
 (Tracing paper, drawing paper, archival digital print, laser print, 

graphite, charcoal, cyanotype, mulberry paper, Chinese ink, 
canvas, cellulose film, tape, tempera, acrylic and resin)

Size (cm): 140 x 100
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Silver
Established Artist Category
S I N G A P O R E

Artist: Esmond Loh
Title: The Last Hawker Stall
Medium: Acrylic on canvas
Size (cm): 80 x 100

Bronze
Established Artist Category
S I N G A P O R E

Artist: Ben Puah
Title: An Intimate Conversation
Medium: Mixed media on canvas 
 (Oil, acrylic and rice paper collage)

Size (cm): 137 x 140
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Highly Commended
Established Artist Category
S I N G A P O R E

Artist: Wang Fei
Title: S. R. Nathan in 1974  

Laju Ferry Hijacking Incident
Medium: Oil on canvas
Size (cm): 80 x 59

Highly Commended
Established Artist Category
S I N G A P O R E

Artist: He Shu
Title: United We Stand
Medium: Chinese ink on rice paper
Size (cm): 69 x 91
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2020 UOB Painting of the Year

S I N G A P O R E
Emerging Artist Category
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Best of 2020 UOB Painting of the Year
S I N G A P O R E  |  Emerging Artist Category

Highly Commended

Artist: Charlie Chua
Title: The Everday

Highly Commended

Artist: Sherry Winata
Title: Perfection and Destroyer

Highly Commended

Artist: Gek Neo Nurlisa Binte Yusof Abdullah Ho
Title: Resolve - No. 1

Gold

Artist: Sasha Lisman Susanto
Title:  8 Years Old

Silver

Artist: John Soo 
Title: Stay Home, Stay Safe, 

Stay United

Bronze

Artist: Leon Poh
Title: Recommence 55

2020 Most Promising Artist of the Year

Artist: Emil Nicodemus Chew
Title: Family Portrait
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2020 Most Promising Artist of the Year
Emerging Artist Category
S I N G A P O R E

Artist: Emil Nicodemus Chew
Title: Family Portrait
Medium: Oil on canvas
Size (cm): 90 x 120

Gold
Emerging Artist Category
S I N G A P O R E

Artist: Sasha Lisman Susanto
Title:  8 Years Old
Medium: Acrylic on canvas
Size (cm): 76 x 102
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Silver
Emerging Artist Category
S I N G A P O R E

Artist: John Soo 
Title: Stay Home, Stay Safe, Stay United
Medium: Oil on canvas
Size (cm): 122 x 91

Bronze
Emerging Artist Category
S I N G A P O R E

Artist: Leon Poh
Title: Recommence 55
Medium: Oil on canvas
Size (cm): 152 x 121
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Highly Commended
Emerging Artist Category
S I N G A P O R E

Artist: Charlie Chua
Title: The Everday
Medium: Oil on canvas
Size (cm): 77 x 102

Highly Commended
Emerging Artist Category
S I N G A P O R E

Artist: Sherry Winata
Title: Perfection and Destroyer
Medium: Mixed media 
 (Oil, acrylic, clothes,  

fluid painting and sand)

Size (cm): 120 x 100
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2020 UOB Painting of the Year

I N D O N E S I A 
Established Artist Category

Highly Commended
Emerging Artist Category
S I N G A P O R E

Artist: Gek Neo Nurlisa Binte 
Yusof Abdullah Ho

Title: Resolve - No. 1
Medium: Organza silk ribbons on 

stretched canvas fabric
Size (cm): 170 x 170
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Best of 2020 UOB Painting of the Year
I N D O N E S I A  |  Established Artist Category

Gold

Artist: Danni Febriana 
Title:  Dialogue with the Other

Silver

Artist: Farhan Siki
Title: On the Way

Bronze

Artist: Etza Meisyara
Title: Eternal Duality

2020 UOB Painting of the Year

Artist: Prabu Perdana
Title: Isolated Garden

Highly Commended

Artist: Enka Komariah
Title: Doa Kami (Our Prayers)
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2020 UOB Painting of the Year
Established Artist Category
I N D O N E S I A

Artist: Prabu Perdana
Title: Isolated Garden
Medium: Acrylic on canvas
Size (cm): 100 x 150

Gold
Established Artist Category
I N D O N E S I A

Artist: Danni Febriana 
Title:  Dialogue with the Other
Medium: Mixed media on canvas
 (Charcoal and acrylic)

Size (cm): 180 x 180
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Silver
Established Artist Category
I N D O N E S I A

Artist: Farhan Siki
Title: On the Way
Medium: Mixed media on canvas 
 (Charcoal and acrylic)

Size (cm): 180 x 140

Bronze
Established Artist Category
I N D O N E S I A

Artist: Etza Meisyara
Title: Eternal Duality
Medium: Mixed media on brass
 (Sulphur, asphalt, and enamel paint)

Size (cm): 120 x 120
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2020 UOB Painting of the Year

I N D O N E S I A 
Emerging Artist Category

Highly Commended
Established Artist Category
I N D O N E S I A

Artist: Enka Komariah
Title: Doa Kami (Our Prayers)
Medium: Oil on paper
Size (cm): 110 x 152
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Best of 2020 UOB Painting of the Year
I N D O N E S I A  |  Emerging Artist Category

2020 Most Promising Artist of the Year

Artist: Michelle Felicia Darmawan
Title: This Too Shall Pass

Gold

Artist: Salsabila Yasmin
Title:  Scheming Visions

Silver

Artist: Agapitus Ronaldo
Title: Kerinduan (Yearning)

Bronze

Artist: Desta Aji Saputra
Title: Ayo. Ayo. Ayo! 
 (Come On. Come On. Come On!)
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2020 Most Promising Artist of the Year
Emerging Artist Category
I N D O N E S I A

Artist: Michelle Felicia Darmawan
Title: This Too Shall Pass
Medium: Oil on canvas
Size (cm): 120 x 80

Gold
Emerging Artist Category
I N D O N E S I A

Artist: Salsabila Yasmin
Title:  Scheming Visions
Medium: Acrylic on canvas
Size (cm): 180 x 130
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Silver
Emerging Artist Category
I N D O N E S I A

Artist: Agapitus Ronaldo
Title: Kerinduan (Yearning)
Medium: Acrylic on canvas
Size (cm): 100 x 170

Bronze
Emerging Artist Category
I N D O N E S I A

Artist: Desta Aji Saputra
Title: Ayo. Ayo. Ayo! 
 (Come On. Come On. Come On!)
Medium: Acrylic on canvas
Size (cm): 50 x 180
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2020 UOB Painting of the Year

M A L A Y S I A 
Established Artist Category
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Best of 2020 UOB Painting of the Year
M A L A Y S I A  |  Established Artist Category

2020 UOB Painting of the Year

Artist: Sabri Idrus
Title: Silent Fortress 

Gold

Artist: Wong Ming Hao 
Title:  Let’s Stay at Home to Save the World

Silver

Artist: Zac Lee 
Title: Giving Up is Difficult 

Bronze

Artist: Sliz
Title: Bersatu dalam Bersendiri: Berbicara dengan Tuhan/Hantu   

(Solidarity in Solitary: Conversing with God/Devil)

Highly Commended

Artist: Shafiq Nordin
Title: The Quarantine Album 
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2020 UOB Painting of the Year
Established Artist Category
M A L A Y S I A

Artist: Sabri Idrus
Title: Silent Fortress 
Medium: Acrylic on canvas 
Size (cm): 180 x 180 

Gold
Established Artist Category
M A L A Y S I A

Artist: Wong Ming Hao 
Title:  Let’s Stay at Home to Save the World
Medium: Mixed media on canvas 
 (Acrylic and gloss gel)

Size (cm): 120 x 150 
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Silver
Established Artist Category
M A L A Y S I A

Artist: Zac Lee 
Title: Giving Up is Difficult 
Medium: Oil on canvas 
Size (cm): 122 x 122 

Bronze
Established Artist Category
M A L A Y S I A

Artist: Sliz
Title: Bersatu dalam Bersendiri: Berbicara dengan Tuhan/Hantu   

(Solidarity in Solitary: Conversing with God/Devil)
Medium: Mixed media on steel, plywood and canvas
 (Industrial paint, aerosol paint and collage)

Size (cm): 97 x 156  
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2020 UOB Painting of the Year

M A L A Y S I A 
Emerging Artist Category

Highly Commended
Established Artist Category
M A L A Y S I A

Artist: Shafiq Nordin
Title: The Quarantine Album 
Medium: Acrylic on jute 
Size (cm): 153 x 153 
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2020 Most Promising Artist of the Year

Artist: Khabir Ali bin Roslan
Title: Solidariti Tanah Air (Homeland Solidarity) 

Gold

Artist: Wong Sze Yoong 
Title:  Behind the Grille

Silver

Artist: Muhamad Amir bin Mansor 
Title: Toge-Together’s Theory

Highly Commended

Artist: Nur Zulifah Hamzah
Title: Kembali ke Biru Klasik (Back to Classic Blue)

Best of 2020 UOB Painting of the Year
M A L A Y S I A  |  Emerging Artist Category

Bronze

Artist: Abdullah Ehlid Al Walid bin Luli
Title: PANDEMIC: A Quiet City-2020
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Gold
Emerging Artist Category
M A L A Y S I A

Artist: Wong Sze Yoong 
Title:  Behind the Grille  
Medium: Acrylic on canvas
Size (cm): 180 x 150

2020 Most Promising Artist of the Year
Emerging Artist Category
M A L A Y S I A

Artist: Khabir Ali bin Roslan
Title: Solidariti Tanah Air  

(Homeland Solidarity) 
Medium: Soil on bandage 
Size (cm): 180 x 106 
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Bronze
Emerging Artist Category
M A L A Y S I A

Artist: Abdullah Ehlid Al Walid bin Luli
Title: PANDEMIC: A Quiet City-2020
Medium: Acrylic on canvas
Size (cm): 128 x 153 

Silver
Emerging Artist Category
M A L A Y S I A

Artist: Muhamad Amir bin Mansor 
Title: Toge-Together’s Theory
Medium: Mixed media on canvas 
 (Acrylic and ink)

Size (cm): 140 x 140  
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2020 UOB Painting of the Year

T H A I L A N D  
Established Artist Category

Highly Commended
Emerging Artist Category
M A L A Y S I A

Artist: Nur Zulifah Hamzah
Title: Kembali ke Biru Klasik  

(Back to Classic Blue)
Medium: Mixed media on canvas 
 (Embroidery, bitumen,  

Chinese ink and acrylic)

Size (cm): 91 x 122 

56 57

Roll of Honour

UOB Art Gallery

Emerging Artist Category 
Thailand

Established Artist Category 
Thailand

Emerging Artist Category 
Malaysia

Established Artist Category 
Malaysia

Emerging Artist Category 
Indonesia

Established Artist Category 
Indonesia

Established Artist Category 
Singapore

Panel of Judges

Message from the Chairman
UOB Group Art Committee

Message from  
Guest-of-Honour

Emerging Artist Category 
Singapore

Established Artist Category 
Thailand



Best of 2020 UOB Painting of the Year
T H A I L A N D  |  Established Artist Category

2020 UOB Painting of the Year

Artist: Thongmai Thepram
Title: Super Strength in Unity 

Gold

Artist: Chaichana Leutrakun
Title:  Ultimate’s World 2019

Bronze

Artist: Thawul Praman
Title: Realm of Happiness

Silver

Artist: Saknarin Koonsawat
Title: COVID-19 Spawns Natural 

Equilibrium
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2020 UOB Painting of the Year
Established Artist Category
T H A I L A N D

Artist: Thongmai Thepram
Title: Super Strength in Unity 
Medium: Mixed media on canvas 
 (Acrylic and pencil)

Size (cm): 110 x 180

Gold
Established Artist Category
T H A I L A N D

Artist: Chaichana Leutrakun
Title:  Ultimate’s World 2019
Medium: Acrylic on canvas
Size (cm): 180 x 180
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Thailand



Silver
Established Artist Category
T H A I L A N D

Artist: Saknarin Koonsawat
Title: COVID-19 Spawns Natural Equilibrium
Medium: Acrylic on canvas
Size (cm): 152 x 152

Bronze
Established Artist Category
T H A I L A N D

Artist: Thawul Praman
Title: Realm of Happiness
Medium: Oil on aluminum 
Size (cm): 118 x 177
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Thailand
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T H A I L A N D 
Emerging Artist Category
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Best of 2020 UOB Painting of the Year
T H A I L A N D  |  Emerging Artist Category

2020 Most Promising Artist of the Year

Artist: Thanapon Datoomma
Title: Joyous Ordination Procession  

Under COVID-19 Shadows 

Gold

Artist: Chutima Na-ubon
Title:  Dining Table 2020

Silver

Artist: Arkanay Phianphanit
Title: My COVID-19 Journal (No. 2)

Bronze

Artist: Wunnisa Thamanasart
Title: Solidarity
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2020 Most Promising Artist of the Year
Emerging Artist Category
T H A I L A N D

Artist: Thanapon Datoomma
Title: Joyous Ordination Procession Under 

COVID-19 Shadows 
Medium: Embroidery on velvet
Size (cm): 180 x 150 

Gold
Emerging Artist Category
T H A I L A N D

Artist: Chutima Na-ubon
Title:  Dining Table 2020
Medium: Acrylic on canvas
Size (cm): 120 x 170
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Emerging Artist Category 
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Silver
Emerging Artist Category
T H A I L A N D

Artist: Arkanay Phianphanit
Title: My COVID-19 Journal (No. 2)
Medium: Mixed media on canvas 
 (Paint marker and acrylic)

Size (cm): 140 x 120 

Bronze
Emerging Artist Category
T H A I L A N D

Artist: Wunnisa Thamanasart
Title: Solidarity
Medium: Acrylic on canvas
Size (cm): 150 x 180
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2020 UOB Painting of the Year

P A N E L  O F  J U D G E S 
M A L A Y S I A

S I N G A P O R E

T H A I L A N D

I N D O N E S I A

Ms Bibi Chew
Industry Advisory Panel in Visual Arts, Cultural Economy Development Agency 
Malaysia Chief Judge

Mr Choy Chun Wei
Leading Malaysian Contemporary Artist

Ms Tan Hui Koon
Curator, National Art Gallery of Malaysia

Dr Bridget Tracy Tan
Director, Institute of Southeast Asian Arts and Art Galleries
Nanyang Academy of Fine Arts
Regional and Singapore Chief Judge

Mr Khairuddin bin Hori
Curatorial Director and Partner
Chan + Hori Contemporary

Dr Vincent Leow
Leading Singaporean Artist
Art Educator, School of the Arts Singapore

Emeritus Professor Parinya Tantisuk
Leading Thai Artist
Thailand’s National Artist in Visual Arts (Painting), 2018
Thailand Chief Judge

Mrs Luckana Kunavichayanont
Art Consultant and Curator

Mr Amrit Chusuwan
Vice President for Arts and Culture, Silpakom University
Consultant and Curator, Art Mill, Songkhla Art Center

Mr Agung Hujatnikajennong
Curator
Lecturer, Bandung Institute of Technology, Indonesia
Indonesia Chief Judge

Mr Asikin Hasan
Member of Curator Council, National Gallery
Curator, Galeri Salihara (Salihara Gallery)

Ms Ay Tjoe Christine
Leading Indonesian Artist
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R O L L  O F  H O N O U R 
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1982

Goh Beng Kwan
The Dune

1983

Anthony Poon
Waves

1984

Wee Shoo Leong
Yuen (Affinity)

1985

Ng Keng Seng
Steps

1986

Sandy Wong Shin
Exhibit ‘86

1987

Baet Yeok Kuan
Man and Environment I

1988

Ang Yian Sann
One’s Habitat

1989

Lim Tiong Ghee
From the Turtledove

1990

Lim Poh Teck
City

1991

Chua Ek Kay
My Haunt

S I N G A P O R E

1992

Soh Chee Hui
Blue Balloon

1993

Raymond Lau Poo Seng
Echoes of the Window (I)

1994

Hong Zhu An
Yi-Er-San (One, Two, Three)

1995

Tan Chin Chin
The Statue of Gods, 1995

1996

Chen Shi Jin
Root

1997

Kit Tan Juat Lee
Endless Love

1998

Chng Chin Kang
She Loves Me
But She’s Not My Mummy

1999

Tan Kay Nguan
Trifling Matter

2000

Fan Shao Hua
They

2001

Erzan B Adam
It’s Hip 2 B Square

2002

Gong Yao Min
The Impression of Singapore,
Series Three, Colour Space

2003

Luis Lee Jin Min
Packed

2004

Kit Tan Juat Lee
The World of Xi You Ji

2005

Alvin Ong Liang Jie
The Window

2006

Namiko Chan Takahashi
Charisse

2007

Hong Sek Chern
Aspects of the City II

2008

Joel Yuen Kong Chong
Anatomical Fantasies of Meat

2009

Zhao Ren Hui
The Space
In Between #1, #6, #63

2010

Bai Tianyuan
What

2011

Gong Yao Min
My Dream Land

2012

Esmond Loh Fah Rong
Just Let Me Sleep

2013

Stefanie Hauger*
Space Odyssey

2014

Om Mee Ai
N-PIN56L

2015

Benjamin F. Cruz
Building…

2016

Carey Ngai
Industry 2.0 III

2017

Sunny Chyun
Dyspraxia

2018

Khairulddin Bin Abdul Wahab
Rite of Passage

2019

Wong Tze Chau
War and Peace

2020

Zhang Chunlei
Art Stages Pasar 2020

I N D O N E S I A

2011

Gatot Indrajati
Repacking

2012

Y. Indra Wahyu
Himne Sekolah (School Hymns)

2013

Suroso Isur
Indonesian Artist’s Studio

2014

Antonius Subiyanto*
Old Stock Fresh Menu

2015

Anggar Prasetyo*
Exploitation of Fish

2016

Gatot Indrajati*
Right or Wrong My Home

2017

Kukuh Nuswantoro
Kegelapan (Darkness)

2018

Suvi Wahyudianto*
Angs’t (ANGST)

2019

Anagard*
Welcome Perdamaian, Goodbye Kedengkian 
(Welcome Peace, Goodbye Hostility)

2020

Prabu Perdana*
Isolated Garden

M A L A Y S I A

2011

Ng Swee Keat
Portrayal of Development

2012

Mohd Azri Bin Abdullah
Ah Long

2013

Gan Tee Sheng
Old Man

2014

Minstrel Kuik Ching Chieh
16 Sept 1963

2015

Tiong Chai Heing
Stifling

2016

Yim Yen Sum
The Floating Castle

2017

Chok Yue Zan
I Thought, We Can Stay Strong Like Stones

2018

Cheong Kiet Cheng
Through the Eye of the Flower

2019

Cheng Yen Pheng
Tug of War: My Homeland

2020

Sabri Idrus
Silent Fortress 

T H A I L A N D

2010

Pannaphan Yodmanee
Berg Fah Mai (Open New Sky)

2011

Suwannee Sarakana
Hug of Love From My Family

2012

Imron Yunu
Faith

2013

Aphiphol Techamangkhalanon
Hope on the Ruins No. 3

2014

Sinlapachai Chuchan
White Lines

2015

Thidarat Chantachua
Jamaah 2

2016

Jongjit Moolmat
Awaiting Enlightenment 2

2017

Sukit Choosri*
One Life

2018

Apiwat Banler
Persistent Problems   

2019

Chaichana Luetrakun
Wastescape   

2020

Thongmai Thepram
Super Strength in Unity

*Winner of UOB Southeast Asian Painting of the Year
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2020 UOB Painting of the Year

U O B  A R T  G A L L E R Y 

The UOB Art Gallery in Singapore was set up to 
support local and regional artists, and to share their 
art with the wider community.
 
Located at the heart of the Central Business District, 
the UOB Art Gallery is a place where members of 
the public can appreciate works from the UOB Art 
Collection  and winning artworks from the UOB 
Painting  of the Year  competition. From time to 
time, we use the Gallery as a space for exhibitions 
by the competition’s winning artists, guest artists 
and community partners.
 
We invite you to visit the UOB Art Gallery at the 
ground floor of UOB Plaza 1 or www.UOBandArt.com  
to view the winning paintings.

UOB Art Gallery

Scan here to catch the 2020 UOB Painting  
of the Year Virtual Awards Ceremony.
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UOB Art Gallery

http://www.UOBandArt.com
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