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ASEAN was established on 8 August 1967 
with 5 economies signing the ASEAN 
Declaration in Bangkok. Subsequently, 5 
more nations joined between 1984 to 1999, 
making up what is today the 10 member 
states of ASEAN.
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Journey to ASEAN 
Establishment 

ASEAN established the AEC in 2015 with 
the goal of allowing the free flow of 
goods, services, investments, and skilled 
labor, and the freer movement of capital 
across the region. It is the principal body 
accountable for the overall 
implementation of the strategic measures 
in the Blueprint. 
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The ASEAN Charter serves as a firm 
foundation in achieving the ASEAN 
Community by providing legal status and 
institutional framework for ASEAN. It also 
codifies ASEAN norms, rules and values; 
sets clear targets for ASEAN; and presents 
accountability and compliance. The 
ASEAN Charter entered into force on 15 
December 2008 
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